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Introduction & Rational
for New Planting Areas.

Ranelagh Gardens Park is where we celebrate Richard Crosbie and Ireland’s first manned balloon flightn 1785. Indeed the Park, as it exists
today must look something of a green and blue oasis from the air, evidenced by its use by so many of our urban birds, such as moorhen, pigeons,
gulls, mallards garden birds and even a rather tame Heron. The Park is well used by local people in a wide variety of ways, as part of a commute
to and from work, as a place to play, rest, relax or enjoy a walk through. The Park is also richly diverse in its habitats and microhabitats, making it
a magnet for birds and insects in particular.

Residents" and Dublin City Council have gone through consultation process and improvement works to the Park have been agreed. The children's
playground has been installed and is well used, bringing a vibrancy to the park. The next phase of improvement works include New Plantings and
the creation of a new Bird Zone to the Park.

Additionally children from 5 local schools participated in walk and talk journeys in their neighborhood with the Dublin City Council Biodiversity
Department and Birdwatch Ireland. The children drew images of their interpretations inspired by these educational walks. The children worked up
the images with the Mobile Print Workshop to make beautiful prints of their interpretations.

Inspired by this work and the outcomes of the Part 8 agreed concepts of Ranelagh Gardens Park, we consider the Park as a flagship for Biodiver-
sity. The new planting is selected with a criteria to be, where possible pollinator friendly. Pollinators will in turn attract birds. Bird requirements of
Food, Shelter, Water and place for Nesting are provided. The planting and design for the planting is considered with the intention to harmonize
with the all of the parks user requirements, be they people, birds or pollinating insects.

New planting to the archway entrance, as we walk into the park, new planting at the playground, new planting to replace some of the existing
edge planting to the grass areas herald a welcome color and life to the Park. The Island planting is considered for beauty and as an ideal habitat
for the water birds such as Moorhen and Mallard. The Bird Zone, with new naturalizing bulb plantings, woodland edge habitat creation and ad-
ditional flowering perennials will bring life to the newly mounded corner of the Park. The walk and rest opportunities around the pond with new
planting surrounding and to the pond itself provide a rich seasonal display which also creates new complementary habitats for water birds and
pollinating insects. It is clear from visiting the park, as it is now, how people, young and old enjoy engaging with and observing the birds of the
park. The new planting improvements build on the parks existing diversity, bringing beauty, additional seasonal interest and sustainability to the
much-loved Ranelagh Gardens Park.

We referenced heavily, for all planting areas to the park the following publications and data sources.

1. The Biodiversity Data center's work entitled Councils: actions to help pollinators. All-Ireland Pollinator Plan, Guidelines 4. National Biodiversity Data Centre
Series No.12, Waterford. November, 2016.

2. Bird-Friendly Landscape Design Guidelines - City Of Vancouver Executive Summary. Michele Campbell, Vancouver Board Of Parks And Recreation Park
Planning And Park Development. 2013

3. Birds of St Stephen’s Green in Autumn & Winter 2012. Report to the Office of Public Works. Prepared by Stephen McAvoy & Olivia Crowe, BirdWatch
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Concept of Habitats.

Man + pollinating insects

inter-dependance in harmony.
Habitat creation of pollinating insects through
provision of minimum 75% pollinator

friendly specie throughout the new
planting in the park.
(Recommended by the
Biodiversity Data Centre.)

Habitats Riparian
New edge planting at pond and

island provide riparian habitat.

Habitats Water

Pond habitat potential enhanced by
new submerged and floating planting.
Water quality should also optimize
with planting and maintenance work
to the pond.

Ranelagh Gardens Park Enhancement Works Concept Development Report. August 2017

Bird Zone. Habitat for Urban Birds.
Area of Park becomes habitat to support urban bird
life. Planting selected to provide Food,

Shelter + Nesting opportunities.

Woodlands edge planting with pollinator

friendly planting leads into

naturalized bulb grassy lawn.

Habitats Meadow.
Flower species allowed to
emerge, by changing
cutting management to
6 week rotation in the
Bird Zone. Trail areas of
wildflower are grown along
steep banks of the lawns.

Habitats Island.

The island has a degree of separation
from human access, it can be enjoyed
from a distance of the paths.

New planting can optimize opportu-
nity for provision of food, shelter and
nesting for urban water birds such as
Moorhen and Mallard.
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5 Schools Engagement

DCC Biodiversity Department + Birdwatch Ireland.

B re 4 ‘-!'Q.Tl:_h

Dublin City Council Biodiversity Department, |-
Birdwatch Ireland & Mobile Prints Works col- I .
laborated with five local schools to raise |
awareness of urban bird life in the Ranelagh
area. The children explored locally what ur- ¢
ban birds are and how to recognise them by
eye and ear. They also learned about where
the birds live and nest locally, how to feed and

. support the birds by interventions such as bird
boxes, bird feeders and bird friendly planting.
This work inspired the prints exemplified here,
created in a Mobile Prints Workshop. The five
schools collective work inspires the creation of
the New Birdzone.




What Birds Need.

2. Bird-Friendly Landscape Design Guidelines - City Of Vancouver

1, Food
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In Ranelagh Gardens Park we plant so as to extend
the feeding seasons for birds and pollinating insects.
We do this by planting hundreds of new bulbs which
naturalize in the lawn of the Bird Zone in spring and
autumn. Through summer the lawn is allowed to
grow and flower, and newly planted perennials and
trees provide seeds and berries into winter. Through-
out the Park we have new pollinator friendly planting
areas at the entrance, the island and the pond.

A
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2 Shelter

Ranelagh Gardens Park is a natural haven for birds
with its many trees providing shelter.

We plant more flowering trees to continue to pro-
vide for this habitat into the future. New trees are
also planted to replace these trees that have been
identified as being unhealthy and in need of removal.
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3, Nesting

The many trees and the Island provide a rich diversity
of nesting opportunities for the many different spe-
cie of birds who come to live in the Gardens.

4. Water

All birds need access to water and visitors to Ranelagh
Gardens Park are treated to the sight of many birds
enjoying the pond. In addition to this the new bird
zone has a naturally occurring wet area in the lawn.
Rather than providing drainage to this area we al-
low it to inundate with water seasonly. This is known
as ‘messy ecology’ a type of care to the park which
cherishes unpredictable, natural occurrences which
benefit wildlife and bring joy to visitors of the park
to observe.
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Context - Aerial View

We consider the Park as a flagship for Biodiversity. The new planting is selected with a criteria to be, where possible pollinator
friendly. Pollinators will in turn attract birds. Bird requirements of Food, Shelter, Water and place for Nesting are provided. The

planting and design for the planting is considered with the intention to harmonize with the all of the parks user requirements,
be they people, birds or pollinating insects.
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Enhancement Planting

New Trees, Replacements to

The Birdzone Damaged Trees, Wildflower

i Habitat to support bird life. New Woodland

Edge and naturalised bulb plantings. Areas & Planting Around Pond.
i New Trees. Lawn area maintained in 6 week Replacement trees who must be removed
cutting cycle to allow emergence of wild- for health and safety reasons.
flowers. New perennial pollinator friendly Trial areas of wild flowers along banks.
planting, minimum 75% New Perennial Planting around pond.

Pollinator Planting minimum 75%

New Planting to Pond.
Submerged and Floating planting help
clean the water and provide additional
habitat opportunities for pond life.

New Entrance Planting. New Island Planting. e 25
New Perennial Planting New Tree, Wild rose, Wildflower &

Pollinator Planting minimum 75% Perennial Planting
Pollinator Planting minimum 75%




New Entrance Planting,
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New planting to the archway entrance, as we walk nto the park, new planting at the new and well used playground,
new planting to replace some of the existing edge planting to the grass areas herald a welcome color and lfe to the Park.
Over 75% of the new planting i polinator rendly mixed planting. Range of perennals for beautifl extended seasonal interest.

Polinator fiendly perennials &
50 Selfseeding plants.

™ Rosarugosa hedge.

¥ Bisting trees to be retained.
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New Entrance Planting,

1.  Entrance Planting
Rerove existing shrubi and groundcover planting,
Prepare beds for planting as per instruction specification.

1.1 2 Nr. Hydrangea anomala subsp. petiolars
1.2. 9 Nr. Pesovskia atriplicifolia

1.3 11 Nr Salvia nemorasa Cardonna

1.4 9 Nr Agastache ‘Blackadder

1.5 15N« Lavandula Hidcote Blue

1.6 30 Nr Achillea millefolium Terracotta’

1.7 10 Nr. Rosa rugosa to wall,

2. Baorder Planting
Remove existing shrub and groundcover planting.
Prepare beds for planting as per instruction specification
2. Bulbs throughout - 100 Nr. Allium hollandicum 'Purple Sensation'
2.1 15'Nr Anemonie hupehensis
2.2 7 Nr, Salvia pratensis Rose Rhapsody
2.3 16 Nr. Salvia nemorosa Cardonna
24 11 Nr. Deschampsia cepitosa 'Goldtau' + 11 Nr, Echinacea
purpurea Magnus
25 146 N, Lavandula Hideote Blue

S Polinator friendly perennials and seffseeding plants.
=™ Rosarugosa hedge.

o Existing trees to be retained.

3. Playground Border
Rermove existing shrub and groundeover planting.
Prepare beds for planting as per mstruction specification.
3.7 17 Mr Agastache 'Blackadder'
3.2 7 Nr. Deschampsia cepitosa ‘Goldtau’ + 7 Ne Echinacea
prurpuraa Magnus
3.3 24 Nr. Nepeta "‘Walkers Low’
3.4 24 Nr. Salvia pratensis Rose Rhapsody
3.5 17 Nr. Lavandula Hidcote Blug

11.
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The Bird Zone.

New Trees and Edge Habitats to provide a long season of nterest for birds and people.

Spring:  Woodland edge habitat with flowering trees providing Shekter and Nesting opportunities.
Lawn area, with masses of naturalizing spring bulbs.

Summer: 6 Week grass cutting allows emergence of flowering plants for pollinators to lawn area.
Edge planting of pollinator friendly flowering perennials

Auturnn: - Woodland edge habitat with trees now in bery additionall providing Shelter and Nesting opportunitie.
Lawn area, with masses of naturalizing autumn bulbs. Edlge planting of polinator friendly flowering
perennia\s, into autumn.

Winter: - Woodland edge habitat with trees providing Shelter and Nesting opportunites over vinter,
Lawn area will not be cut over winter, bulbs such as snowdrops emere.

Mass planting of bulbs to naturalzed awn area.
Iy, polfinator fiencly perennials and seff seeding plants
Woodland edge planting under mature and new trees.

New pollinator and bird friendly flowering trees.

finterest.

Polinator friendly perennials provide colorful display.



The Bird Zone.

4. Woodland underplantinia,
11 We. Dryopteris felix-mas:
50 Mr Anamona nemiosrosa
50 Mr. Helleboraurs niger
50 hir. Aouilegia vulgans ‘Mivea'
300 M. Galanthus nivalis
200 Mr. Hyacinbhiodes non-seriplus.
300 We Chinnadoxa forbesi|
5. Borcler Planting
Remewve existing shrub and groundeover planting
Prepare beds for planting as per imstruction specification.
5.1 15 Mr Hedara helix + 15 Ne, Vinca minor
12 pir Monarda Vielet Gueen, 12 Nr. Lavandula Hidicote Blus,
12 Mr. Sabvia pratensis Rose Rhapsody Interplant with self
seerding annials: 30 N Calendula offinalis, 30 Nr Campanula
rotundifaiia and 30 Me Phacelica tanacetifolia.

5.2 9 Nr. Hedera hellx = 9 Nr. Vinca minor

12 Nr. Agastache 'Blackadder’, 12 Nr Lavandula Hidicots Blue,
Interplant with self seeding annuals: 15 Nr, Catendula offinabis
and 15 Nr, Phacalica ranacetifala.

5.3 15 MY, Hedera halis = 15 Ne Vinca minor

12 Nr. Salvia Memorosa Cardanna, 12 Me  Achillea Millefolinm
"Terracotta’ 30 Nr. Calendula offinalis and 30 Nr. Phacelica
tanneitiali.

6. Retainexistng Hedera helix;
Bulbs throughout - 120 Ny Alllum hollandicum *Purple Sensation’

7.  Nawralize bulbs through arass.
it in May and follow with & week cut rotations,
finely mulching or removing arass from site.
150 Nr. Crocus biflorus 'Blus Pearl”
150 Ne. Crocus chrysanthus 'Cream Beauty'
150 Nr. Crocus etruscus “Twanenburg'
150 Ny, Crocus speciosus
150 Nr. Colchicum tenors
300 Mr. Galanthus nivalis
150 Nr. Muscar armaniscum.
300 Nr;, Frtillaria meleagris luting

Ranelagh Gardens Park Enhancement Works Concept Development Report. August 2017

Mass planting of bulbs to naturalized lawn area.

Iy, pollnator fiencly perennials and self seeding plants.
Woodland edge planting under mature and new trees.
New pollinator and bird friendly flowering trees.

Existing trees to be retained.
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New fsland Planting.

The Island planting is considered for beauty and as an ideal hbitat for the water bircs such as Moorhen and Mallard. The planting scheme here is
inspired by the classical layered heights through trees, shelter forbirds through provision of native woodland edge planting of our ild rose Grass
and selfseecing flowering meadow flowering plants are complemented with flowering perennials groupings.
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8. Planting to Island

Remaove Ex. Island vegetation including root
layer. Prepare ground for planting.

Frovide bird access to pond at min 4 points
by stepping in existing raised wall of
island.

. BONr. Resa canina @ 2/M underplanting to
trees.
Sl s 2

145 M sq. Wild Flower Mix Allow uncut

in winter, cut back once in spring

befare growth begins and nesting

season starts. Flowers May -

September,

Birdsfoot Trefoil, Black meddick,

Cowslip, Devils Bit scabrous, Meadow

buttercup, Field scabious, Hemp

agrimony, Kidney vetch, Ladys

bedstraw, Ladys Anne's Lace, Lesser

knapweed, Meadowsweet, Mullein,

Oxeye daisy, Purple loosestrife, Ragged

robin, Red campion, Red clover,

Ribworth plantain, Rough Hawsbit,

Sarrel, St. Johnsworth, Wild angelica,

Wild carrot, Yarrow, Yellow agrimonry,

Yellow rattle, Teasel, Corn marigold,

Corn poppy, Corncockle, Corn flower,

Scented marigold.

I 8.3 11 Nr. Deschampsi a cepitosa 'Goldtau’ +
9 Nr. Echinacea purpurea Magnus
B.4 9 Nr. Achillea millefolium Terracotta' +
S Nr. Echinops ritro'Veitches Blue”

8.5 7 Nr. Digitalis alba, 7 Nr. Monarda
Voilet Queen + 7 Nr. Verbena
bondriensis



New Trees,

Replacements to Damaged Trees
Wildflower Trail areas & Planting

Around Pond.

Some of the existing trees in the park are nhealthy and new specimen trees are proposed to
replace them. These trees become features within the park. New polinator fiendly colorful
perennal planting to the pond surround.

Trail areas of polinator friendly Wildflower along the two steep edges to lawn areas.
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Polinator riendly perennials

New polinator and bid friendly
flowering trees.

16.



New Trees,

Replacements to Damaged Trees

Wildflower Trail areas & Planting Around Pond.

8.2 'Wildflovesr Plariting to woped banks,
Remove existing vegetation and prepas
ground 19 e inStTGCTRons.

B.2 [B) 75 M nq. + B.24c) 78 M osq. Trail Area
of Pollinater Friendly Wild Flower Mix.
Allaw pncut fnowinten, cut back ancem
spring before growth begins and nesting
season starts. Flowers May - September.
Birdsfoot Trafoil, Black meddick, Cowlig,
Dievvils Bt scabrouws, Mesdow buttercug,

N Field scabious, Hemp agnmany, Kidnay
wetch, Ladys bedstraw, Ladys Anne's Lace
Lessor knapwesd, Meadowswest, Mullein,
Oeye daigy, Purpls loosesirife, Ragged
rabin, Red campion, fed cover, Ribwarth
plartain, Rough Hawshit, Somel, St
Jahnswerth, Wild angelies, Wikd caret,
Yarrow, Yellow agrimony, Yelow ratile,
Teasal, Cern marigold, Corn poppy;
Comenckle, Corn flowe, Scented marigeld
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¥,  Pand Barder Plarting
Bepcks surtounding Pand Ganerally:
Retain Cotoneaster « tim plant back 5o
there iy no overhang to the edge of the
pond.
Remouve all gther planting.
Prapare bads for planting as par
|rstruction specificatian,

Plant additional as outlined below.

.1 5N Nepeta "Walkers Low' +5
M Monerds Viole: Clusen

W2 +3d 7 NeDeschampsia
cepitosa ‘Gobdtau ', 5 Nr. Astrantia
majar 'Claret, 5 Ne. Monarda Violet
Cheean + 5 Mr Echinaces purpurea
Magnus

F4. 7 Nr, Sahio pratensis Rose
Rhiapsady + 7 M.
Cardonna

Iwid PeTTOe s

f.5+b 7N Deschampsla
cepitoas 'Goldtau', 5 Nt Agastache
‘Blackaddar’ + 3 Nr. Echinacea
purpurea Magnus

9.7 Breakout Bed to be scheduled
wiher daing reinstatement works 19
path. Plant-7 Nr. Festuca mairei, 5 Ne,
Asrienone hupetels Hadspen

Abundance’.5 N Salvia greggi x sep.

phylurm + 5 Me. Schirostyln coccines L
roses.

FA 12 Me Lavandula Hidicote
Blus,

F5+10, 7 Nr. Nopeta Walkers
Low 4+ 7 KWr. Salvia peimbecns
Cardgona

Tres.
Propare ground as per iInsucuion specification,

T
T2
T3
T4
15
Té
LE
T8
™
TiO
T11
Ti2
T13

1 M. Cleross petaea

3 M, Prunus padus

2 Ne Prunus avium "Early. Rivers!

2 Me. Prumass aviurn Sorbeerst’

2 Me. Prunus avium 'Lupins’

3 Nr. Craatequs moncgyna Stricea’
7 Nr, Batula pendila

2 M, Betola pendula ™oungil!

2 Me. Ligusdamiser styracifius Penwood
2.Mr, Magnolia denscata

A Me Prunus semalata “Tal-Mak'

1 Me Arbutus undeo “Aslantic’

1 Ne Bartuls ponchuls "Trastis!

oy Polinator riendly perennials
ﬂ New polinator and bird rendly

LY .
flowering tregs.
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New Planting to Pond.

Pond planting extends from along its edge into the shallow waters providing a variety of reflected
colour,hue and form throughout the seasons. Floating llies extend colour and habitat across the we-
ter and provide shade, helping to prevent algal growth. Submerged plants add oxygen to the water,
removing nutrients and assist in preventing the growth of algae. The mosaic of planting has been
speciall selected to provide a range of habitats, partculary to polinating bees.
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New Hard Landscaping
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1. Entrance Paving to ESB substation, .
Silver gray concrete slab 9 No. 450 x
A50mm step stanes,

2,  Paving to Richard Crosbhie Information
Signage Area, 40 Msa.
Silver gray granite slab 300mim x 00mm
lay in stratcher bond pattern,

3 Mew Kerb and Ramp to Bird zone.
Break out, supply and install new arc of
concrete kerl 100mm width.

Provide universal access slope 2.4M
width.

4. Steps to Bird Zone
Supply and install timber riser, such as oak
steeper or other approved. Back fill
tread with compacted hardcore, (see
mdicative image below.)

4 ; |
/ \ / N —
74 =R
! *"‘Entran:e paving to I | N
ESB substation,
J_,a-f




